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Description / Abstract

Various tools and methods are used in participatory modelling, at different stages of the
process and for different purposes. The diversity of tools and methods can create
challenges for stakeholders and modelers when selecting the ones most appropriate for
their projects. We offer a systematic overview, assessment, and categorization of methods
to assist modelers and stakeholders with their choices and decisions. Most available
literature provides little justification or information on the reasons for the use of particular
methods or tools in a given study. In most of the cases, it seems that the prior experience
and skills of the modelers had a dominant effect on the selection of the methods used.
While we have not found any real evidence of this approach being wrong, we do think that
putting more thought into the method selection process and choosing the most appropriate
method for the project can produce better results. Based on expert opinion and a survey of
modelers engaged in participatory processes, we offer practical guidelines to improve
decisions about method selection at different stages of the participatory modeling process.
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